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Foreword

The Guidelines for Rehabilitation and New Construction for Belle Grove Historic District have been developed for
several purposes. One important purpose is to educate the general public, and especially the residents of the Belle
Grove Historic District, as to the importance of this very special place and how to care for the district and the
exteriors of buildings and sites which are an important part of the heritage of Fort Smith and the State of Arkansas.

In developing this guidelines document, references to building exteriors and sites from the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings have been incorporated. They have been transformed into sections
and numerical order for ease of reference. Modifications to some of the secretary's recommended and not
recommended items have been incorporated to fit circumstances within this historic district.

This document should provide for historic district property owners to properly submit Certificate of Appropriateness
(COA) applications and for the district commissioners to properly evaluate and review the COA's.

Guidelines Format

Guideline's information is presented in the format as illustrated below in order to create a user-friendly, easily
accessible reference. Photographs have been inserted in various sections, which will aid in visualizing the written
portions. Each section contains pertinent information and provides for it to be useful if used independently.

In Sections 2, 3,4 & 5, on the left page when opening the guideline's book is general information and helpful
suggestions on things to consider when undertaking work of that particular section. The right page, when opening
the guideline's book, provides specific guidelines, recommended and not recommended points, which apply to the
work discussed in the section.
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3.7 Windows, Shuiters, Awnings and Doors 3.7 Windows,

hutters, Awni

g5 & Doors: Guideli

A Windews Recommended

(From the Secretary of the Interior's Standards) Identifying, retaining, and pr-wr- g windows and doors - amd

Tevhnalogy and prevailing architoctural styles have shaped the history of
winduws in the United States, Starting in the 17th centary with wooden
casement windows with timy gliss panes seated in bead came from the
transitional single-hung sash in the carly 17004 ta the troe double-hung
sash later in the centary, these early wooden windows were characterized
by smuall panes, wide muntins, and decoeative trim. As the sash thickness
imcreased, munting 1ok on a thisner appearance as they narmowed in widih
bt increased i thickness.

Changes in echalogy led 1o arper panes of glass o tha by the mid-

the bn-r.luy Such features ¢
ing, sills, heads, hood-molds,
decorated Jx-mh\ snd molding g5, and interior and exierior shumers n»d
Blirds

he condition of existing windows and
0 that repasir sl upgrading methods
be fully explosed.

Conducting an in-depth survey
doors early in rel
and possible rep

Protecting and maintaining the wood and architectural metals which

19the; ghts were common; 1 plate comprise the window and door framse. sxsh, mustins, and surrourds
ks i nited States allowed for use of large sheets of glass in through appropeiats surface treatments such as cheaming. mst remaval,
commercial and office buildings by the ke 19th contury. With mass- limited paint remeval, and re-application of prosective coating systems.

produced windows, m e disiibution, and changing architectural
sayles. it was possibile 10 obtain 3 wide Fange of window designs and light
patterms in sash. Early 20th Centary designs lrequently utilized smaller
ights im the upper sash and also casement windows. The desire for
firepeoal building construction in dense urban sreas contributed 1o the
wroowth o thriving steel window indsiry abong with a market For hollow
mctal and metal clad wooden windaws.

As one of the fow parts of a building serving as both an interior and
exterior featune, windows are nearly alwitys an important pan of o historic
besiling:

. Shuters

Shutters have been used historically as a device 0 chose an opening and
provide protection from intruders and weather. 11 is B0t proper 10 install
shutters on winduw openings that hissorically did not have thens; o do this
would be false architocture. I used, they should be reimstalied properly.

Awnings
Like shatters, awnings have played an imporiant fole as an element of a

building facade. Awnings have been used on commsrcial storefronts for
fabric {canvas) type matcrial. They were

s from the inlense sun. Awnings were
alsa used 10 add colos and sign anca to advertise the store name or ogo.
When used on a storelroed or ciher opening, the swning should fit the
opening in size. shape and scae.

Doors

Much like windows, exterior doors of by

ngs e evclcd hosugh the

lecation
and material of a door and its related components, sisch as a transom,

sidelights, or both, are character defiming elements and, as such, should be
retained amd preserved during rehabilitation work. 1T an exterior doar were

removed to make an entrance to an addution, it should be saved for possible

future use if' the sddition were ever removed.
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Msking windows and doors weather tight by re-caulking and replacing or
imstalling weatherstripping. These actions also improve thersal clliciency.

Evaluating the overall condition of materials 1o determine whether more
than protection amd makcnance are requined, Le.. iF e 1 windows
and window foaturcs will be required

Repairing window and door frames and sash by pasching. splicing,
comsolidating of otherwise reimforcing. Sech repasr may also include
replacement in kind - of with conspatible substitute material - of those parts
er extensively deteriomied or are issing when there are
ooty pes such as architraves, hood-mahds, sash, sills, and

ar exterior shulters and blin

Replacing in kind an cntire window or door that is oo deteriorated 1o
repair sing the same sash and panc configuration of the window and ather
design dotails, If using the same kind of material is mot techmically or
cconomic-ally fasible when replacing windows deseriorsted beyond
Fepair, then a compatible substiute malcrial may be considered,
Replacement windows should a cly replicate the appearance of the
existing historic windaows, inclding the profiles, muntins, sash, frames and
oldings.

Maintain historically significam building openings. The siee and shaps of
original doors and windows are important characleristics that contribute o
the inscgrity of hisioric buildings. Avoid alicring the sizc or shape of these
features.

nal shape of the transom glass. 1 the orig
alling mew glass s prefeered, Heweves, if1
ase it a8 2 sign pancl o 3 docorative band,
original proportios.

Preserve historic windows, The proportions of windows contribute 10 the
character of each buikding. Do not block windaws or alier their size.
Consider re-opening windows that ane currently closed. Replace missing
Klass,




