
FORT SMITH HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
JUNE 6, 2024, 5:30 P.M. 

DARBY COMMUNITY CENTER, 220 NORTH 7TH STREET 

AGENDA 

Owner: Jose Luis Hernandez Baltazar 

Style Influence: Plain/Traditional   

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

III. STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MAY 2, 2024

V. CITIZENS FORUM

VI. PUBLIC HEARING

A. Historic Name:  W.O. Caldwell House 

Alternate Name: McDonald House 

Construction Date: c. 1920 Address: 

723 North 7th Street Significance: (4) Marginal   

• Replace porch roof, siding, windows, and repaint trim

VII. NEXT MEETING DATES

Study Session – June 27, 2024 – 5:30 pm
Regular Meeting – July 3, 2024 - 5:30 pm

IX. ADJOURN



FORT SMITH HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS AND PROCEDURES 

Good evening.  It is 5:30 p.m. and the June 6, 2024, regular meeting of the Fort 
Smith Historic District Commission is called to order.   

Morghan, will you please call the rol1? 

It is established that a quorum is present. 

If anyone this evening wishes to address an agenda item or present any matter of 
business that is not on the agenda during the Citizens Forum, you may do so by 
completing one of the appropriate forms that are placed on the table next to you and 
giving it to our staff person, Morghan Barnhill.  Those wishing to address agenda 
items or bring up any matter during the Citizens Forum will be allotted two (2) 
minutes.    Those persons addressing controversial agenda items will be allotted five 
(5) minutes per side with three (3) minutes for rebuttal per side.

This evening the Commission will be reviewing requests for exterior changes to 
properties in the Belle Grove Historic District. 

The qualifications of the members of the Commission, the staff of the Commission, 
and any consultants used are on file with the city and are hereby made a part of each 
and every application heard this evening.  The guidelines and procedures adopted 
by the Commission are also made a part of each and every application.  Each 
application heard this evening is considered on its own merits and is not to be 
considered as establishing a precedent for any other application. 

Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Commission may within ten (10) days 
of the date of decision file a written request with the Commission that the 
Commission forward to the Fort Smith Board of Directors a written report 
summarizing the actions taken by the Commission with reference to the application 
in question. 



FORT SMITH HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
MAY 2, 2024, 5:30 P.M. 

DARBY COMMUNITY CENTER, 220 NORTH 7TH STREET  
 

 
Chairman Mila Masur called the meeting to order. On roll call, the following 
commissioners were present: Mila Masur, Debbie Kraus, Gary Duke, Nate Deason, and 
Robert Clock.  Chairman Masur read aloud the Statement of Qualifications and spoke on 
the procedures.  
 
Chairman Masur then called for a motion on the minutes from the April 4, 2024, meeting. 
Commissioner Deason moved, seconded by Commissioner Kraus, to approve the 
minutes. The motion carried with no objections.  
  
Morghan Barnhill, Historic Preservation Coordinator, indicated there was not a citizens’ 
forum present.    

 
A.  Historic Name: Edgar Brown Jr. House Owner: Luis Ibarra 
  

Construction Date: c. 1895   Style Influence: Queen Anne/Eastlake  
     

Address: 515 North 5th Street   Significance: (1) Very Significant  
 

• Repair and replace front porch, steps, and walkway.  
 
 
Chairman Masur introduced item A. Mr. Luis Ibarra was present to clarify that the only change being 
made was to extend the width of the walkway and front steps 2 feet. He explained that the color scheme 
he painted had previously been approved by the Historic District Commission in 2022. The Commission 
noted their appreciation for the improvements to the property and had no objections. Ms. Barnhill read the 
staff report and recommended approval based on the applicant’s clarification to only extend the width of 
the walkway and front steps.  
 
With no further questions, Chairman Masur called for a motion. Vice Chair Clock moved, seconded by 
Commissioner Deason to approve. The motion carried with no objections.  
 
 
 
VII. COMMISSION DISCUSSION – LETTER TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN REGARD TO 
UDO AMENDMENT FOR THE ADDITION OF DISPLACED YOUTH HOUSING LAND USE IN 
THE RH ZONE  
 
Ms. Barnhill read aloud the draft of the letter of concern to be submitted to the Board of Directors, to 
which the Commission approved. Chairman Masur signed the letter and explained that the UDO 
amendment would be presented to the Board of Directors the following Tuesday at their May 7, 
2024, meeting.  
 



The meeting adjourned at approximately 5:40 p.m.  
 
 
 
APPROVED: ____________________________ 
Mila Masur, Chairman 
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FORT SMITH HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 
JUNE 6, 2024, 5:30 P.M. 

DARBY COMMUNITY CENTER, 220 NORTH 7TH STREET  
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

 
A.  Historic Name:  W.O. Caldwell House 
 Alternate Name: McDonald House  Owner: Jose Luis Hernandez Baltazar 
  

Construction Date: c. 1920  Style Influence: Plain/Traditional   
     
Address: 723 North 7th Street   Significance: (4) Marginal   

 
 

• Replace porch roof, siding, windows, and repaint trim 
 
 
PORCH ROOF 
 
 
FINDING:  
 
Section 3.5.7 of the Belle Grove Historic District Design Guidelines recommends replacing in kind an 
entire feature of the roof that is too deteriorated to repair – if the overall form and detailing are still 
evident – using the physical evidence as a model to reproduce the feature. Examples can include a large 
section of roofing, or a dormer or chimney. If using the same kind of material is not technically or 
economically feasible, then a compatible substitute material may be considered.  
 
Section 3.5.18 of the Belle Grove Historic District Design Guidelines recommends against removing a 
major portion of the roof or roofing material that is repairable, then reconstructing it with new material in 
order to create a uniform, or “improved” appearance.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
If the Historic District Commission is so inclined to approve the request, staff asks that the reason be 
noted. 
 
SIDING 
 
FINDING:  
 
Section 3.6.1, 3.6.2, and 3.6.5 of the Belle Grove Historic District Design Guidelines recommends the 
following:  
 
3.6.1 – Materials original to the building, such as wood siding or masonry, should be repaired rather than 
replaced.  
 
3.6.2 – Original walls should be preserved.  
 



3.6.5 – If replacement is determined to be necessary due to severe deterioration, replace it with an element 
of the same design, size, texture, material and color as the original.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Based on the Belle Grove Historic District Design Guidelines, staff recommends approval.  
 
 
WINDOWS 
 
FINDING:  
 
Section 3.7.18 and 3.7.21 of the Belle Grove Historic District Design Guidelines recommends against the 
following:  
 
3.7.18 – Removing or radically changing windows or doors which are important in defining the historic 
character of the building so that, as a result, the character is diminished.  
 
3.7.21 – Obscuring historic window or door trim with metal or other material.   
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
If the Historic District Commission is so inclined to approve the request, staff asks that the reason be 
noted. 
 
PAINT  
 
 
FINDING:  
 
Section 3.4.2 of the Belle Grove Historic District Design Guidelines recommends selecting an exterior 
paint-color scheme that is appropriate for historic buildings and enhances architectural details.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Based on the Belle Grove Historic District Design Guidelines, staff recommends approval.  
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