




































































































































BELLE GROVE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

2.6 Garages & Accessory Structures: Guidelines 

Recommended 

. I Preserve and maintain existing garages and accessory structures that 
contribute to the historic character of the site . 

. 2 A historic structure may be missing or deteriorated beyond rehabilitation. 
In such cases replace it with a structure meeting the following: 

a. A design based on accurate documentation.

b. A new design following the guidelines for additions to historic

buildings or new construction.

c. A design in either "a" or "b" should be compatible with the principal
structure and other similar structures in the District.

.3 Any new garage or accessory building should be located and oriented to 
match similar conditions on other sites within the neighborhood and 
District. 

Not Recommended 

.4 To introduce a prefabricated structure that is not compatible with the main 
structure or other similar historic structures within the District. 

.5 To construct a garage or accessory building that requires removal of any 
portion of other historic buildings or their character-defining features, site 
elements such as trees, historic fences, walls or landscaping . 

. 6 To create a building with a false historical appearance. 
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BELLE GROVE HISTORIC DISTRICT 
-----·---------·---

.13 Replacing in kind an entire wood feature that is too deteriorated to repair -
if the overall fonn and detailing are still evident - using the physical 

evidence as a model to reproduce the feature. Examples of wood features 
include a cornice, entablature or balustrade. If using the same kind of 
material is not technically or economically feasible, then a compatible 
substitute material may be considered. 

Not Recommended 

.14 Removing or radically changing wood features which are important in 
defining the overall historic character of the building so that, as a result, the 
character is diminished . 

. 15 Removing a major portion of the historic wood from a fac,;ade instead of 
repairing or replacing only the deteriorated wood, then reconstructing the 
facade with new material in order to achieve a unifonn or "improved" 
appearance . 

. 16 Radically changing the type of finish or its color or accent scheme so that 

the historic character of the exterior is diminished . 

. 17 Stripping historically painted surfaces to bare wood, then applying clear 
finishes or stains in order to create a "natural look." 

.18 Stripping paint or varnish to bare wood rather than repairing or reapplying 

a special finish, i.e., a grained finish to an exterior wood feature such as a 
front door. 

.19 Failing to identify, evaluate, and treat the causes of wood deterioration, 

including faulty flashing, leaking gutters, cracks and holes in siding, 
deteriorated caulking in joints and seams, plant material growing too close 
to wood surfaces, or insect or fungus infestation . 

. 20 Using chemical preservatives such as creosote, which, unless they were 
used historically, can change the appearance of wood features . 

. 21 Stripping paint or other coatings to reveal bare wood, thus exposing 
historically coated surfaces to the effects of accelerated weathering . 

. 22 Removing paint that is firmly adhering to, and thus, protecting wood 

surfaces . 

. 23 Using destructive paint removal methods such as propane or butane torches, 
sandblasting or water-blasting. These methods can irreversibly damage 

historic woodwork . 

. 24 Using thermal devices improperly so that the historic woodwork is 

scorched . 

. 25 Failing to neutralize the wood thoroughly after using chemicals so that new 

paint does not adhere . 

. 26 Allowing detachable wood features to soak too long in a caustic solution so 
that the wood grain is raised and the surface roughened . 

. 27 Failing to follow manufacturer's product and application instructions when 
repainting exterior woodwork . 

. 28 Using new colors that are inappropriate to the historic building or district. 
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BELLE GROVE HISTORICAL DISTRICT 

-------·-----------. ... ---------------------------------....___ __________________________ _ 

3 .4 Paint and Paint Color: Guidelines 

Recommended 

.1 Prevent moisture penetration and protect wood surfaces from deterioration 
with a regular maintenance program of painting and caulking where 
necessary . 

. 2 Select an exterior paint-color scheme that is appropriate for historic 
buildings and enhances architectural details . 

.3 Correct peeling, blistering, and flaking paint by correcting moisture 
problems . 

.4 Maintain painted surfaces with regular cleaning and avoid adding 
unnecessary layers of paint to prevent a crackling or alligator appearance . 

. 5 Use the gentlest means possible, such as hand sanding or light scraping, to 
remove deteriorated paint down to the first layer of sound paint. Use 
mechanical, thermal, or chemical methods to remove paint only when the 
gentlest methods are ineffective . 

. 6 Take precautions against lead dust and dispose of lead paint residue 
properly. 

Not Recommended 

.7 Painting brick, stone, concrete blocks, copper, bronze and other masonry or 
metal surfaces that were historically unpainted . 

. 8 Paint colors that are garish and inappropriate for historic buildings . 

. 9 Stripping paint from wood surfaces that were historically painted and 
applying stains or varnishes to create a natural wood appearance . 

. 10 Using rotary drill attachments, water blasting above 600 psi, and 
sandblasting to remove deteriorated paint. 
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BELLE GROVE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

3.6 Exterior Walls: Guidelines 

Recommended 

.1 Materials original to the building, such as wood siding or masonry, should 
be repaired rather than replaced . 

. 2 Original walls should be preserved . 

. 3 If an addition is necessary, cover and protect from damage rather than 
remove existing elements or materials so that if, in the future, the addition is 
removed , the original wall material will be there undamaged . 

.4 Clean, maintain and repair wall surfaces and decorative elements with a 
routine maintenance program . 

.5 If replacement is determined to be necessary due to severe deterioration, 
replace it with an element of the same design, size, texture, material and 
color as the original. 

.6 Maintain paint and coatings to prevent deterioration. 

Not Recommended 

. 7 Removing original doors, windows, siding, masonry or other elements 
which are historic . 

. 8 Replacing an original element with one that does not replicate the originals 
in design, size, texture, material and color . 

. 9 Using artificial siding materials and trim to cover or replace original wood. 
See Section 3.0 for policy statement concerning artificial siding materials . 

. 10 Attaching materials of an addition directly to the original wall materials 
causing damage to it. 

.11 Closing openings such as windows or doors, thus changing the character of 
the facade . 

. 12 Making new openings such as doors or windows, thus changing the 
character of the facade. 
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