
ORDINANCE NO. I -2 / 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2019 UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FORT SMITH 

2 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors passed and approved Ordinance No. 87-19 which 

adopted the Unified Development Ordinance on October 15, 2019, and, 

WHEREAS, is it necessary to amend certain sections of the Unified Development 

Ordinance to provide clarity and remove conflict with other provisions of the municipal code; 

and, 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing regarding the amendment 

and recommended on December 8, 2020, that changes be made; and, 

WHEREAS, three (3) copies of January 2021 Amendments to the Unified Development 

Ordinance have been on file in the Office of the City Clerk of the City of Fort Smith for 

inspection and review by the public prior to the passage of this Ordinance; and, 

WHEREAS, the January 2021 Amendments to the Unified Development Ordinance 

include amendments to add language to the Commercial and Transitional Design Standards 

regarding building projections, amend the Application Appeals Chart, expand UDO permitted 

trees, shrubs, and grasses, amend the existing definition for shopping center, add a new definition 

for shopping center, amend the shopping center use in the land use matrix, and amend parking 

requirements for shopping centers; and, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED BY THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS OF THE CITY OF FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS THAT: 

SECTION 1: The January 2021 Amendments to the Unified Development are hereby adopted. 

SECTION 2: The codifier shall codify the adopted amendments by amending existing sections 



and by adding new sections of the UDO at the discretion of the codifier. 

SECTION 3: It is hereby found and determined that the adoption of the amendments to the 

Unified Development Ordinance are necessary to alleviate an emergency created by the lack of 

regulation of uses of property within the City of Fort Smith so that the protection of the health, 

safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the City requires that the amendment be effective, and 

the amendment is hereby made effective, as of date of approval of the Ordinance. 

5vl -PASSED AND APPROVED THIS - DAY OF __ .....J~Q_f]~U~aJJj-.-..,,__-' 2021. 

ATTEST:_ / 

~·~ 
APPROVED: 

City Clerk 4~;tA# May 
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b. For roof-mounted equipment, the screening shall be 
architecturally incorporated into the roof design and shall consist 
of materials that are visually compatible with the supporting 
building. 

5.  Barbed wire, sheet metal, wood slat, split log, tarps or other 
nonconventional fencing material are prohibited. 

6. Transitional and Commercial Building Elements 

a.     The main entrance of a building should face a pedestrian                                  
plaza or space with a direct pedestrian connection to the street. 

b. Buildings should be located in such a manner as to minimize 
conflicts between pedestrians and automobiles 

c. Buildings should be oriented primarily to the street, with street-
oriented retail or service spaces. 

d. Retail shops at street level should have direct access to and 
from the sidewalk. 

e. Entrances should be easily identifiable as primary points of 
access to buildings. 

f.       Corner buildings at gateways or prominent intersections should 
be designed to emphasize the gateway or intersection location.  
This may include major architectural expression in the façade, 
roof form and/or massing, such as: 

1. larger bulk 

2. tower forms 

3. peaked roofs 

4. over-sized windows 

5. sloped parapets and appurtenances 

g.     Building Projections.  All building projections, including, but not 
limited to, chimneys, flues, vents, gutters and down spouts, shall 
match the permanent color of the surface from which they 
project or match the building’s trim color.     
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           Application       

Appeal Entity 
Planning 
Commission 

Board of  
Directors 

Court of 
Jurisdiction 

Rezoning            X        X 
Master Land Use 
Amendment 

           X                X 

Conditional Use            X        X 
Home Occupation            X                X 
Accessory 
Residential Use 

        X           X        X 

Zoning Variance          X 
Subdivision Variance  X  
Driveway Variance  X  
Preliminary 
Development Plan 
Amendment - Major 

 
         

  
       X 

Preliminary 
Development Plan 
Amendment - Minor 

 
        X 

  
       X 

Development  Plan  
Review  

        X X        X       

Subdivision Plat – 
Major 

 X        X 

Subdivision Plat – 
Minor 

X                  X 

Text Amendment   X        X 
Written 
Interpretation of 
UDO 

         X          X                 X 

Vested Rights            X            X 
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H. Allowed Tree Species. 

1. Primary list. The following trees have been found to be best suited to this 
area and yet require the least amount of maintenance. This list, along with 
the secondary list, represent trees which may be planted in the required 
landscaping area. Additional selective trees may be substituted when 
proven to be hearty to this region: 

Common Name  Scientific Name  

Bald cypress   Taxodium distichum  

Chinese elm   Ulmus parvifolia  

Ginkgo (male)   Ginkgo biloba  

Honey locust   Gleditsia triacanthos  

Loblolly pine   Pinus taeda  

Pin oak    Quercus palustris  

Sawtooth oak   Quercus acutissima  

Sugar hackberry  Ceitis laevigata  

Willow oak   Quercus phellos  

Trident Maple   Acer buergerianum 
 
Amur Maple   Acer grinnala 
 
Shantung Maple  Acer truncatum (Fire Dragon) 
 
Service Berry   Amelanchier arborea 
 
Yaupon Holly   Ilex vomitoria 
 
Goldenrain Tree  Koelreuteria paniculata 
 
Tuliptree   Liriodendron tulipifera 

“Arnold/Fastigiatum” 

2. Secondary list. The following trees have been found to be the next best 
suited to this area but require increased maintenance: 
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Common Name  Scientific Name  

American holly   Ilex opaca  

Crab apple   Malus spp.  

Crepe myrtle   Lagerstoemia indica  

Dogwood   Cornus florida  

Hawthorn   Crataegus opaca  

Redbud    Cercis canadensis  

River birch   Betula nigra  

Southern magnolia  Magnolia grandiflora  

Swamp red maple  Acer rubrum  

Water oak   Quercus nigra  

Weeping willow  Salix babylonica  

I. Shrub Species. 

1. Primary list. The following shrubs have been found to be best suited to this 
area and yet require the least amount of maintenance. This list, along with 
the secondary list, are those shrubs which may be planted in the required 
landscaping area. Additional selective shrubs may be substituted when 
proven to be hearty to this region.  Minimum plant size for either list is 3 
gallons: 

Common Name   Scientific Name  

Evergreen hollies   Ilex species  

Nandina     Nandina domestica  

Abelia     Kaleidoscope 
 
Glossy Abelia    Abelia grandiflora 
 
Chinese Fringeflower   Zhizou loropetalum 
 
Dwarf Yaupon Holly   Ilex vomitoria “Nana’ 
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Japanese Camelllia   Camellia japonica 
 
Wintergreen Barberry   Berberis julinae 
 
White Catrawba rhododendron Rhododendron catawbiense 

 

2. Secondary list. The following shrubs have been found to be the next best 
suited to this area but require increased maintenance: 

 Common Name   Scientific Name  

 Abelia     Abelia grandiflora  

 Boxwood     Buxus sempervirens  

 Chinese photinia   Photinia serrulata  

3.  Evergreen species suitable for screening buffers. 

 Common Name    Scientific Name 

Nellie R. Stevens Holly  Llex x Nellie R.  Stevens   
  

Chinese Fringeflower  Loropetalum Chinense var.  rubrum 
  

Emily Bruner Holly   Elex x “Emily Bruner’   
  

Thuja x ‘Green Giant’  Arborvitae   
     

Eastern Redcedar   Juniperus virginiana “Idlyllwild,  
    Manhattan Blue or Taylor” 

J. Grasses.  The following grasses may be used: 

1.  Lawn Covers: 

Mayer Z-52 Zoysia 

Emerald zoysia 

Bermuda grass 

Bermuda grass hybrids 

Centipede 
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St. Augustine 

2.  Ornamental Grasses: 

Common Name  Scientific Name 

Maidenhair grass  Gracillimus 

Japanese Silver Grass  Miscanthus simensis 

Purple Fountain Grass Panicum virgatum 

K. Ground Covers 

1. Primary list. The following ground covers have been found to be best suited 
to this area and require the least amount of maintenance. This list, along 
with the secondary list, are those ground covers which may be planted in 
the required landscaping area. Additional selective ground covers may be 
substituted when proven to be hearty to this region. 

Common Name  Scientific Name  

Dwarf nandina   N. domestica "harbour dwarf"  

Junipers   Juniperus species  

Liriope    Liriope muscari  

Memorial rose   Rosa wichuraiana  

Mondo grass   Ophiopogon japonicus  

Periwinkle   Vinca minor  

Spreading euonymus  E. fortunei "radicans"  

2. Secondary list. The following ground covers have been found to be the next 
best suited to this area but require increased maintenance: 

Common Name  Scientific Name  

Carolina Jessamine  Gelsemium sempervirens  

Dwarf bamboo   Arundinaria pygmaea  

English ivy   Hedera helix  

237 ITEM 15



238 ITEM 15



239
ITEM 15



240 ITEM 15



241 ITEM 15



242 ITEM 15


	1-5-2021 Item 2.pdf
	UDO Amendment Ordinance
	UDO Amendments Memo
	Minutes




